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A Message from our President: 
 

Our opening show, Mary Poppins, closes after a very successful run on October 2nd and so, to quote the lady herself, 

“Mary Poppins has gone on to serve another family”.  Thanks to Connie Senkowski, Bob Houston and the entire cast 

and crew for the better than “practically perfect” performances! 

 

As an all volunteer non-profit organization we often rely on the kindness of strangers, but mainly the kindness of our 

friends and supporters.  One of the challenges of running a community theatre is keeping up with the ever spinning 

technology advancements – whether it’s understanding and making social media work for us or ensuring that our 

electronics  work on cue for our tech teams. So this is the part where we need your help!  The PC laptop that we use 

to run our lighting system software is on its last legs and we are in need of a new PC.  However, our software is not 

able to communicate with computers running the new Windows 10. Therefore, we are in need of a gently used PC 

laptop that is operating on Windows 7 or Vista.  If you have such a computer that you would like to donate, please let 

us know by contacting me directly at Tdebordenc@hotmail.com. 

 

Live theatre is the original 3-D entertainment.  In addition to OPCT, there are several community theatre organizations 

from Palatka to Amelia Island, offering something for everyone.  When you are not with us, please support our 

neighboring theatre groups.  Don’t forget college and high school theatre as well. 

 

“Act well your part: there all the honor lies.” 

                                              Meet me at the theatre!    
 

     Tim DeBorrde 

Workshop Dates: Oct 4 thru Dec 1st 

Tuesday & Thursday 4:30 to 6:30 

Ages:  6 thru 18 

Tuition: $220 per student  

($200 for an additional student from the 

same family) 

For more information, visit www.opct.info 

CALENDAR 
 

  

 Young Actors Workshop: Starts Oct. 4th 

 

 Unnecessary Farce opens 11/4 

 Sav-A-Seat holders on sale 10/7 

 Season Ticket holders on sale 10/14 

 General tickets on sale 10/21 

 

 OPCT Board Meeting: October 18th, 7 pm 

 

 OPCT Fall Festival: Saturday, Oct. 29th 

 

 More details at www.opct.info 

 
To contact the editor, Joanne Quaile Brenner, please send 

an email to TheStageWhisper@gmail.com.  To contact the 

theatre for any other items, please send an email to 

opct@att.net.  Reservations for shows are taken through 

our website at www.opct.info or by calling 276-2599. 



Next on our Main Stage: 
 

UNNECESSARY FARCE 
 

Come ready tae laugh startin’ oan Nov. 4th! 
 

Two Cops. Three Crooks. Eight Doors. 

In a cheap motel room, an embezzling mayor is 

supposed to meet with his female accountant, while in 

the room next door, two undercover cops wait to 

catch the meeting on videotape.  But there’s some 

confusion as to who’s in which room, who’s being 

videotaped, who’s taken the money, who’s hired a hit 

man, and why the accountant keeps taking off her 

clothes…. 

 

Directed by Vicki Lowe 
(Rated PG 13— Adult situations and comedy.) 

Next on our Outdoor Stage: 
 

A night of fall revelry mixed with just  
a bit of scary spookiness! 

 

Join us for some family fun and interactive 

entertainment as we kick off the cooler weather at our 

outdoor stage gathering area. 

 

And, as always, we’re looking for volunteers to help 

make this event a success.  So, if you’ve got some 

ideas and some time and energy to share, please 

contact Vicki at Vicki.Lowe@ymail.com 

 
This event brought to you by our Fund Raising Committee, the 

Building & Grounds Team of OPCT and our Eagle Scout, Jeremy 

Ferri, who headed up the team that raised the funding and then 

built our new outdoor stage! 

2 



 

We are looking for Directors for our 2017/2018 

season.  Please contact Tricia Williams at 

hamlet551@gmail.com.           

The deadline for applications is October 31st. 

Calling all DIRECTORS!   

Donation Sought 
 

PC Laptop loaded with 

Windows 7 or  

Vista Operating System  
 

To Keep Our  

Current Lighting  

Software Operating! 

Contact Tim at 

TDeBordenc@hotmail.com 

 

Meet Sandy Summerton! 
 
It’s been said that “clothes make a statement but costumes tell a 

story”.  If that’s the case, then Sandy Summerton is one heck of a 

story teller.  For those that saw Mary Poppins, you saw the latest 

entry into Sandy’s extensive resume.  Over the past several years, 

she has costumed such diverse productions at OPCT as Carousel, 

Anything Goes, White Christmas, Phantom of the Opera, Pirates of 

Penzance and A Charlie Brown Christmas.  I recently got a chance 

to catch up with her: 
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How did OPCT get so lucky finding you?  My daughter Danielle, through our friends the Zimmers, found 

OPCT and dragged me along.  Before I knew it, I was working backstage and now I’ve actually roped 

Danielle into helping me with the costumes. 
 

What was the most unusual costume you’ve had to create?  The two girls dressed up as Christmas trees in 

White Christmas. 
 

What has been the most challenging show to costume?  Mary Poppins.  Forty-two actors with several costume 

changes each and some VERY fast costume changes.  But I’ve also had lots of help for this show as with 

every show .  Mary Poppins would not have been possible without the help of Regina Manning, Pam Cook, 

Ruth Ramos, Nikki Richards, Linda Archer, Shelley Jenkins and my daughter Danielle. 
 

How did you learn to sew?  I learned at home from my mother – I’ve been sewing clothes since I was a 

teenager. 
 

What does home life look like?  I’m Mom to Danielle and wife to my very supportive husband Jim.  Together 

we foster cats for the Safe Animal Shelter where we also volunteer! 
 

What does your business life look like?  I’m the Vice President of Planning for Stein Mart’s Boutique, Dress 

and Social Outerwear. 
 

Thank you Sandy, for all that you and your teams have created over the years!  We hope you never stop! 

Do you sew? Would you like to become involved in helping to make the magic?  

Then please contact Sandy through the theatre at opct@att.net! 

Orange Park Community Theatre 
2900 Moody Ave, Orange Park 

904-276-2599 



Our season of productions are sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, 

Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.  Our musicals are also 

sponsored by the Tom Nehl Fund of the Community Foundation. 

 

Hello, everyone! Welcome back to my monthly column. My name is Emma Catharine, and in the middle of August I moved to 

the University of Central Florida to study in a rigorous and intense Stage Management program. That’s what I would like to 

discuss this week – while it has been less than two months since I’ve started school, we’ve already opened and closed one 

revue (The World Goes ‘Round), started and finished rehearsals on a straight play (Clybourne Park), and began rehearsals 

on two more shows, one incredibly large musical (Young Frankenstein) and a second straight play (Cloud Nine). On top of 

that, I’ve got six classes, all demanding several papers or participation hours per week, four hours a week spent with Claudia 

Lynch, head of the department, working for a Disney scholarship that I’ve received…and I’ve never felt more at home.  

 

My life here is parallel to what is currently happening at home. Going from Mary Poppins, such an incredibly large musical 

(which I was able to slip home and see, well done, everyone, I’m so proud) to Unnecessary Farce with all of its slamming 

doors (and I am feeling rather sorry for my mother, John and Arvid and their VERY small “scene shop” …) I miss home, but 

my life has barely changed here at UCF. Everything has just increased in size. 

 

By the end of the month, I will have seen both Clybourne Park and Young Frankenstein and will probably be gushing about 

both of them. Until then, I’ll be cheering on my friends in Mary Poppins as they close, and the cast of Unnecessary Farce as 

they begin rehearsal…just from a little further downstage than usual! 

All the best, 

                                 Emma Catharine 

 
Editor's note:  Emma Catharine stepped into OPCT for one of our young actors workshops and simply refused to leave. She crewed, 

propped, lit, built, painted, acted, danced, sang and stage managed for us including recently stage managing The Addams Family, Wrong 

Turn at Lungfish, OPCT's Musical Theatre Showcase fundraiser and OPCT's Got Talent fundraiser.  She is the recipient of our OPCT 

Scholarship and a Disney Theatre Scholarship and is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Stage Management at the University of 

Central Florida.  
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Downstage … by Emma Catharine 

It’s hard to believe that it has been almost seven weeks since I moved to Orlando for school. It feels as 

if I’ve been here for years, not a few short weeks (and I’m sure my parents feel the same). 

 

Once again we are in debt to man who has left our local Community Theatres gifts that have outlived him but 
not his dreams.  OPCT is grateful to Tom Nehl and the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida who have 

granted us funds again this year, not just for our musicals, but to purchase some much needed new lights.   
The spotlight will forever shine on Mr. Tom Nehl.   

OPCT is an equal opportunity theater.  We do not discriminate based on sex, religion, ethnicity, disability political leanings or preference.  
Please join us in celebrating human beings of all kinds. 

Amazon Smile 
 You can support Orange Park Community 

Theatre with every Amazon purchase by linking 
your purchase to our Amazon Smile account.  A 

portion of every purchase helps the theatre. 

WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Reservations: HERE or call (904) 276-2599  

Visit us on the web: www.opct.info 
General Information: email to opct@att.net  

Newsletter: email to thestagewhisper@gmail.com 
 

http://www.showtixnow.com/
http://www.showtixnow.com/

